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MESSAGE

ST

I am very pleased to send this message on the occasion of the “Platinum
Jubilee Celebration™ of the Vivekananda Ashrama.

Seventy years is a long time in any institution’s existence, but I would say
that the objectives with which the Ashrama was established in 1904 and the
activities of the Ashrama in the years since are as valid and as vital today as
they were then.

Through the education activities of the Ashrama thousands of poor children
of all races have been benefitted, many of whom would otherwise have been a
burden to themselves and to the nation.

The religious and cultural activities of the Ashrama have been a source
of considerable guidance and strength particularly to the Malaysian Indian
Community.

I hope that the Ashrama will continue in this path of service. My warmest
Greetings and Best Wishes to the Committee of Management, officers and members
of the Vivekananda Ashrama.

(Tan Sri Dato’ V. Manickavasagam)
Minister of Communications,
Malaysia.




THE VIVEKANANDA ASHRAMA

BRETHREN,

..."I am glad I was born, glad I suffered, glad I did make big blunders,
glad to enter peace. Whether this body will fall and release me or I enter into
freedom in the body, the man is gone forever, never to come back again! Behind
my work was ambition, behind my love was personality, behind my purity was
fear, behind my guidance the thirst for power. Now they are vanishing and I
drift....{” so wrote Swami Vivekananda in his letter to his friend on his
departure from America.

During his life Swamiji had one ambition. To the West he preached the
Universality of religious truth and attacked materialism and advocated spiritual
experiment as against dogmas and tradition. To the East he stressed the ideal
of social service. To both he appealed for tolerance and understanding.

When Swamiji passed away on 4th July 1902, at the prime of his life, he
left it to his dedicated followers to devote themselves to an intensive analysis
of his mission and propagate the spirit of spiritual tolerance and understanding
so as to keep illuminated his messages and continue with great vigour the mission
he had left unaccomplished.

The objective behind the founding of the centre in Kuala Lumpur —
The Vivekananda Ashrama in the year 1904 — was to fulfil this need. Fully
conscious of the need of religious understanding in a multi-racial and multi-
religious society, the founders of the institution planned and formulated policies
to keep alive the teachings of the great servant and saint and continue the work
for which he had devoted his entire life.

Seventy years have passed since the Ashrama was founded. It may be
considered a short period in the life of an institution like ours to make a critical
analysis of its success and predict its future in the ever changing society. How-
ever, the progress made within this period against its short historical background
and the valued contributions made towards spiritual understanding and education,
one can speak with confidence that the institution has come to stay and shall be
a vehicle for dedicated service for the propagation of Vedantic principles and in
upholding the noble virtues and the cultural heritage of the East.

Not satisfied with the establishment of a single Tamil school in 1914 the
Ashrama went forward step by step in the field of education and has founded
altogether three Tamil schools, in Kuala Lumpur, Petaling Jaya & Sentul, one
Secondary School and a Kindergarten School in the Federal Capital. The schools
are now functioning under the Ministry of Education directive. Over 2,500
students are undergoing courses of study in these schools.

As most of the children attending the vernacular schools hail from poor
homes the Ashrama has undertaken to provide the small children with ‘Hot meals’
at its own expense.

A Hostel within the Ashrama compound provides accommodation for
children hailing from out of town at a nominal fee, partly subsidized by the
Ashrama. Regular Gita and Yoga classes are held every week and well patronised.

2



The Shrine Room as usual is the centre of attraction and draws a good
crowd. Lectures on Vedantic philosophy and comparative studies of religion are
held regularly drawing large crowds.

The Platinum Jubilee Year is an occasion for reflection of our past activities
and cause for dedication in our work towards future development in furtherance
of our activities and progress so far achieved. We shall not rest on the laurels
of our past achievements but shall persevere towards the propogation of spiritual
educational and philanthropic activities. With the ever changing moral values
and spiritual goals, the problem is a complex one. However, the imperishable
monument of Swamiji’s message to the world and his continued guidance shall
stand in good stead in our work.

It is my sincere hope that we shall persevere and continue our work so
that the institution shall ever remain as a leading light and a fitting memory of
the Swamiji who had devoted his life to bring about a great understanding between
the peoples of world in his spiritual experiment.

For and on behalf of the Committee,

K. SIVAPRAGASAM
Hon. Secretary,
Vivekananda Ashrama
19.12 1974 Kuala Lumpur.



MESSAGE

The Vivekananda Ashrama is a pioneer Hindu
Institution in our country and has stood the test of
time. It was founded in 1904 by some devoutly devoted
Hindus in Kuala Lumpur to perpetuate the Holy
Name of the most illustrious and renowned Monk of
India. Swami Vivekananda, and to propagate and
practise his spiritual ideals and lofty teachings. This
Institution has existed for seventy years, rendered in-
valuable service to mankind and is on the threshold of
celebrating its Platinum Jubilee. As one who has had
the good fortune to be closely associated with its
activities from 1926 and to be on its management
for several years until I embraced the monastic order,
I am extremely happy to give this message for the
Souvenir which is being published to commemorate
the joyous Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.

The formative years of the Ashrama were not without problems. Records
indicate that the Ashrama functioned initially under the guidance of a Swamiji
of the Ramakrishna Mission but owing to some unfortunate clash between him
and the founders and the litigation that followed. it became disaffiliated and was
thenceforth managed by a Committee under a new constitution. After the esta-
blishment of the Ramakrishna Mission in Singapore, the Swamijis from that
Centre were gracious enough, whenever requested, to visit the Ashrama and to
give lectures. This cordial relationship later on paved the way for this Ashrama
to be blessed with visits in 1952 by reputed Monks of the Ramakrishna Order —
Swami Yatiswaranandaji Maharaj, Swami Omkaranandaji Maharaj and Swami
Bhaswarananandaji Maharaj; and in 1964 by H. H. Sri Swami Madhavanandaji
Maharaj, then the General Secretary of the Ramakrishna Mission.

From the inception and for many years, there were intensive religious
activities at the Vivekananda Ashrama including the elaborate celebrations of
the Birthdays of Sri Ramakrishna Paramahamsa, Srimat Swami Vivekananda and
Pujya Mother Saradamani Devi. The need for Tamil education for the children
was strongly felt and the Committee of Management established the Vivekananda
Tamil School in 1914 with an initial enrolment of 14 which had increased to
200 in 1941. After the world war II, the demand for education had increased
tremendously and the emphasis in the service of the Ashrama gradually shifted
to education. By 1960, the Ashrama owned five schools. The distinctive service
rendered in this direction was duly recognised by the community and the Ministry
of Education and highly commended by distinguished visitors. Futhermore, in
order to encourage secondary education among less fortunate boys from rural areas,
the Ashrama established in 1960 a hostel which provides amenities for 30 students
to stay comfortably and carry on their studies. Besides, the Vivekananda
Ashrama has for over 40 years extended facilities in its own premises for the
Sangeetha Abhivirthy Sabah — the only musical academy of its kind in Malaysia —
to carry on its cultural activities. Thus, the public is under a great debt of
gratitude to the Ashrama for the many-faceted services it has rendered during
the last 70 years.



On this memorable occasion of the Platinum Jubilee, let us remember
with profound gratitude, the great labour of love of the far-sighted pioneers in
founding the Ashrama and placing it on a sound footing; and also all those who
had served on the Committee of Management and other Committees and in other
directions over a period of many years up to the present.

In these days when there is a drift or tendency among people to worship
Sages and Saints and to relegate their teachings to the rear, a real need exists for
the wider dissemination of the universal teachings of Swami Vivekananda. In-
deed his teachings are inseparable from those of his Worshipful Master, Bhayavan
Sri Ramakrishna, acclaimed as the Prophet of the Harmony of Religions, from
whose fountain of Bliss the worthy Disciple drank deep and delivered it far and
wide. His thrilling and inspiring message to the Parliament of Religions held at
Chicago in 1893 was an eye opener to the whole world.

The priceless message that Swami Vivekananda had bequeathed to mankind
is summed up in his own words:

“Each soul is potentially divine. The goal is to manifest this divine within,
by controlling nature, external and internal. Do this either by work or worship,
or psychic control, or philosophy, by one, or more, or all of these— and be free.
This is the whole of Religion. Doctrines or dogmas, or Rituals, or Temples, or
Forms, are but secondary details.”

He was never tired of saying “We want strength-giving religion and man-
making education”. He said “We must have life-building, man-making, character-
making assimilation of ideas. If you have assimilated five ideas and made them
your life and character, you have more education than any man who has got by
heart a whole library”. He defined Religion as “the manifestation of Divinity
already in man” and Education as “the manifestation of Perfection already in
man”’. He said “Religion is not in books, nor in theories. nor in dogmas, nor
in talking nor even in reasoning. It is being and becoming”.

May the impending Platinum Jubilee Celebrations be directed towards
disseminating the Vedantic Idealism and the unique philosphy of Hinduism as
propounded by Swami Vivekananda. May the Vivekananda Ashrama be a
dynamic Centre radiating peace, universal brotherhood and the glorious traditional
heritage of Hinduism! May it continue to serve humanity for ever!

SWAMI PRANAVANANDA SARASWATHI
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FROM THE LOG BOOK

I and Swami Sri Karanandaji of Ramakrishna Mission, Singapore had been
the guest of this Ashrama for 2 days Mr. Sivapragasam and Mr. Ponniah had
been looking after our comforts. We enjoyed their hospitality immensely. We
wish the institution all success.

19-10-59 SWAMI SIDHATMANANDA
President, Ramakrishna Mission,
Singapore.

I have had the privilege of spending nearly three months in the Vivekananda
Ashrama Kuala Lumpur during my visit to the Federation of Malaya and
Singapore. Since the time of arrival I was provided all comforts in the newly built
Hostel buildings with separate baths, flush Latrines etc. They have about 25
boys as boarders in the hostel. Though the Institution is not affiliated to the Head
Quarters of the Ramakrishna Mission India, the authorities scupulously follow the
ideals of the Mission. Weekly prayer meetings on Sunday. Special prayer on
Fridays for the boys are provided and dicourses on religion and philosophy are also
conducfed by Sanyasins, Scholars and other attained persons so much so this
atmosphere in the Ashrama is always charged with spritual freedom. I wish all
success to the institution which also demands more support from the devoted
public of Kuala Lumpur. May God bless the Secretary Mr. Sivapragasam and
the Treasurer, Mr. Chinnadurai who take very keen interest in the management
of the hostel and discipline among the boys. Last but not least 1 also appreciate
the selfless service endured by the Old man Sri Perumal for the institution for

the past 45 years.

BAGNANANTH

I have had the privilege of living in one of the rooms belonging to the
Vivekananda Asrama, Kuala Lumpur ever since the 15th of February, 1956. The
authorities of the Asram felt that they should provide for me all conveniences and
for that purpose constructed a very fine bathroom adjoining the room I occupy.
I cannot sufficiently thank Sri Sivaprakasam for the loving care with which he
looks after my needs. Nor can I fail to express the delight I feel when 1
remember that not a day passes in the Asram without the evening prayer and
Bhajan in the shrine attached to it. The authorities who run the institution are so
kind and generous that they never refuse to give the use of the hall to any person
or institution that wants if for religious purposes. The Divine Life Society uses
the hall every Sunday between 9 a.m. and 10 a.m. for its prayer meetings. Owing
to the unfailing vigilance of Sri Sivaprakasam, the ever-active secretary, and the
hearty Co-operation of the unassuming Perumal, the premises are kept clean and
a}]tractive. May the useful work done by the Asrama continue unbroken for
all time.

23-4-56 SWAMI SADANANDA SARASWATI
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It was not a coincidence but some definite divine plan which decreed m
taking residence at Ramakrishna Ashrama, Singapore, and at the Vivekananda|
Ashrama, Kuala Lumpur during the first visit of mine to Malaya. At both places,

I enjoyed much spiritual atmosphere.

- I am much indebted to the authorities of the Vivekananda Ashrama,
particularly to its energeic secretary, Sri K. Sivaprakasam who spared no paing
in making my stay comfortable in every possible way.

May the institution run in the holy name of the great Prophet of modern

India continue to prosper is my solemn prayer.

24.7.58

K. RAMACHANDRA

(Delegate to the International Congres

for the History of Religions,
Tokyo, Japan)

OM

This Ashrama in the holy name of Sri Swami Vivekananda has its ideal
of Universal brotherhood and serves persons of all faiths. It is being very wel
managed by its able committee and particularly by its Honorary Secretary Sri
Sivaprakasam. I sincerely pray the Almighty that this centre will become a
dynamic one and spread the gospel of Sri Ramakrishna and Sri Vivekananda an
all other Sages and Saints, It is very happy to note that it has accommodated th
Divine Life Society too in it and has allowed its activities to flourish. This show
the magnanimous needs of the committee,

May Lord bless the Ashraman and its members and its activities.

1-5-59

With prem & OM,
Ever yours in OM
Satchidananda

T and Swami Srikarananda were accommodated at the Vivekananda Ashram
for a day. We were happy to see the fine work the Ashrama was doing, and w
enjoyed the hospitality of the Ashrama.

continued prosperity of the institution.

11.6.59

OM best wishes for with this for th

SWAMI MAHAVANANDA
General Secretary,
Ramakrishna Mission, Behur.



CULLED FROM GOLDEN JUBILEE SOUVENIR

I feel greatly honoured in having been asked to send a message to the
Vivekananda Ashrama on the occasion of its celebration of Golden Jubilee.

As I was closely associated with the activities of the Ashrama for a long
time 1 can safely state, without any fear of contradiction, that the Hindu
community of Malaya owe a debt, of gratitude to the Ashrama for its service in
the field of Religion and the Tamil community, for its services in the field of
education,

The organisers of the Ashrama quite correctly felt the need of Tamil
Education and started the Vivekananda Tamil School in 1914. Since its number
was increasing the school has progressed steadily to be the best conducted Tamil
school in Malaya with 20 teachers and an enrolment of 660 students. The two
storied building of modern architecture consisting of an assembly hall and
administration and class rooms which was completed in 1952 with the aid of funds
raised from members of the Ashrama, and public is a great achievement.

All these achievements would not have been possible if not for the selfless
and hard work of the members of the Committee of Management and the co-
operation of other members of the Ashrama and members of the public. It
would not be out of place to mention here the name of Mr. R. S. Appudurai
through whose untiring efforts a larger portion of the money for the assembly
hall was raised and under whose able management the schools are presently
conducted.

Although I left the country in 1951 I keep in touch with the activities of
the Ashrama through its Annual Reports kindly sent to me by the Committee
of Management.

I wish the Ashrama and its schools all success and prosperity.

V. SARAVANAMUTHU
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Tamil is the most ancient language of the world with ennobling traditions;
that can appeal even to modern days. I am happy to note that the progressive
ancient Tamil Culture is kept alive by this Institution in Malaya. This useful
institution can fruitably devote its attention to the teaching of English and
Malayan languages too so that there can be an integral synthesis in the culture,

19-5-52. Sd. SHUDDHANANDA BHARATIL

If one searches in Malaya for an institution of immense importance impart
ing learning in Tamil and English and keeping up the greatness or Tami
culture, one would invariably lead himself to the Vivekananda Tamil School
It is a monument of common effort of Indians and Ceylonese. 1 am confiden|
that, before long, the school becomes one about which the Tamilians in entire
Asia will be proud. It has already justified the name given to it. May God and
Vivekananda be with it! |

9-1-54. T. V. RAMAKRISHNA RAO,
Ag. Agent of the Government of India

It is a great pleasure to visit an institution associated with the holy name
of Swami Vivekananda. The Vivekananda School will be always an inspiration
to me as long as I stay in"Malaya. [

I wish all success for its future expansion.

14 -3 - 55. SWAMI VITASOKANANDA,
President, Ramakrishna Mission,
Singapore.

I am glad to have visited this school and to have found the pupils Iookingi
so well and cheerful.

It is distressing to note the crowded conditions and I hope that arrange
ments may soon be made to improve them.

5-6-56. D. C. MacGILLIVRAY,
High Commissioner.

It has been a great pleasure for us to visit this school named after th
great Swami Vivekananda. May he and his divine master ever bless the institutio
its organisers and its teachers and children.

4-11-52. SWAMI YATISWARANANDA
SWAMI OMKARANANDA
SWAMI BHASWARANDA.
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OFFICIAL OPENING OF VIVEKANANDA
SECONDARY SCHOOL — 13-9-1958

SPEECH BY THE THEN PRIME MINISTER —
TUNKU ABDUL RAHMAN PUTRA AL-HAJ

While opening the Vivekananda Secondary School on 13-9-1958 the
Hon’ble the Prime Minister, said :

“Nothing gives me more satisfaction than to be among people who devote
all their spare time to helping others. A widespread spirit of volunteer work and
service among citizens is one of the greatest assets a nation can have.

We all know what we mean when we speak of the public service, the civil
servants, whose work affects all our daily lives, but how often do we stop to think
of what is being done by what I may call the private servants of the public, men
and women, boys and girls who in one way or another, working together in volun-
tary groups, devote themselves to such worthy causes as charity, education, civic
improvement or cultural affairs.

They do not blow their own trumpets or seek personal publicity; their
reward comes in the satisfaction of doing good. Malaya is fortunate in having
hundreds of such volunteer organisations, willing to express the responsibility as
citizens and their sense of duty towards their fellowmen.

There is one form of patriotism which may call upon a man to die in the
service of his country. Voluntary work is also patriotism of a high order because
it asks a man to live for the service of his country. It is a treasure we should
guard and respect; as long as we have it we can build our nation in confidence.

These are the reasons why I am always happy to do what I can to help
those who are willing to help others. That is why I have the greatest pleasure in
being here today to open the Vivekananda Secondary Tamil School, because the
men and women who have made it are an inspiring example of the spirit of
voluntary service.

For nearly fifty four years the Vivekananda Ashrama has devoted itself
to training good citizens, fostering loyalty to family and nation among the Hindus
of Kuala Lumpur, particularly in the field of education. They have worked tire
lessly and with foresight. In some ways their efforts have anticipated certain
aspects of our national education policy.

The school has for a long time been teaching both Malay, the national
language, and English, and has a full-time Malay teacher on its staff today. The
school has always stressed the importance of loyalty to Malaya and pride in being
Malayans. Many will remember the Merdeka exhibition it organised in July
last year, which was attended by no less than forty thousand people.
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The school was established in 1914, with only 14 pupils. Today there are
90 in the kindergarten. 360 in the Primary Section and 98 in the Secondary
Section. The teaching staff has grown from one to nineteen. This is a story of
long and steady progress but it is a story which is not yet complete.

The Vivekananda authorities were the first to organise a secondary section
in the Tamil medium; now they are going (0 introduce a syllabus with strong
emphasis on Malay, English. and Malayan affairs with hope that this will be the
forerunner of the first “Malayanised” Tamil High School in the Federation of
Malaya.

In tribute to this occasion and to the enduring values of good education,
let me quote the words of the Holy Prophet : -

“Acquire knowledge. Tt enables its possessor to distinguish right from
wrong: it lights the way to Heaven: it is our friend in the desert, our society in
solitude. our companion when friendless; it guides us to happiness; it sustains
us in misery; it is an ornament amongst friends, and an armour against enemies’.

Their efforts of the Vivekananda Ashrama are worthy of the highest praise,
and 1 take both pleasure and pride in declaring their Secondary School open.
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THE SECRET OF LIFE
‘H. H. Sri Swami Sivanandari Maharaj)

What is life? Is it merely the act of breathing or respiration or digestion
or excretion or the acts of metabolism, anabolism, katabolism, the constructive or
destructive changes that ever go on in the physical organism or human body or
economy of nature? Is it mere thinking or planning or scheming to earn money
or name and fame? Is it the act of procreation to keep up the line? Is it the
sum total of all these processes? Or is it the movement of the protoplasm in the
unicellular organism, amoeba, with its single nucleus? Scientists and biologists
have a very different conception of life. Philosophers like Sri Sankara have quite
a different conception of life.

Life is of two kinds, viz., life in matter and life in the Atman or the Sprit or
Pure Consciousness. Biologists, physiologists and psychologists hold that life
consists of thinking, feeling, knowing, willing, digestion, excretion, circulation,
respiration, etc. This kind of life is not everlasting. This is attended with
dangers, pains, fear, cares, anxieties, worries, exertion, sin, birth and death with
their concomitant evils, viz., old age, diseases, etc. Therefore, sages and seers,
Rishis, prophets and saints who have realised their inner Self by discipline of
the mind and the organs, by Tyaga and Tapas, by Vairagya and Abhyasa, by leading
a life of self-denial, self-sacrifice and self-abnegation, have emphatically, without
a shadow of doubt, like Amalaka fruit in the hand, declared that a life in the
Atman or pure Spirit alone can bring everlasting peace, infinite bliss, supreme
joy, eternal satisfaction and immortality. They have prescribed various definite
methods for Self-realisation according to various temperaments, capacities and
tastes of individuals. Those who have implicit faith in their teachings, in the
Vedas and in the words of the Guru or spiritual preceptor march fearlessly in the
field of spirituality or Truth, and obtain freedom or perfection or salvation. They
do not come back to this Mrityu Loka (mortal world). They rest in Sat-Chid-
Ananda Brahman or their own Svarupa. This is the goal of human life. This is
the highest aim of life. This is the final destination which bears various names
as Nirvana, Parama Gati, Param Dhama and Brahma-Sthiti. Self-realisation is
your highest duty.

This does not mean, however, that we should ignore the life in the physical
plane of matter. Matter is expression of God or Brahman for His own Lila. Matter
and Spirit are inseparable like heat and fire, cold and ice, and flower and fragrance.
Sakti (power) and Sakta (he who possesses power) are one. Brahman and Maya
are inseparable and one. A life in the physical plane is a definite preparation
for the eternal life in Brahman. World is your best teacher; the five elements
are your Gurus. Nature is your mother and director. Prakriti is your silent
master. World is the best training ground for the development of various divine
virtues such as mercy, forgiveness, tolerance, universal love, generosity, nobility,
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courage. magnanimity, patience, will-power, etc. World is an arena for fighting
with the diabolical nature and for expressing divinity from within. The central
teaching of the Gita and the Yoga-Vasishtha is that one should realise his Self
by remaining in the world. ‘Be in the world, but be out of the world. Behave
like water on the lotus-leaf’. Give up the lower Asuric nature which consists
of selfishness, lust, anger, greed, hatred, jealously and assert the divine nature,
a life of mental renunciation and self-sacrifice.

Is there not a nobler mission in life than eating, drinking and sleeping?
It is difficult to get a human birth; therefore try your best to realise in this birth.
Time sweeps away kings and barons. Where is Yudhisthira? Where is Asoka?
Where is Valmiki ? Where is Shakespeare ? Where is Napoleon ? Therefore
be up and doing in Yogic Sadhana and you will enjoy supreme bliss. Can you
expect real Santi if you waste your time in hunting after the momentary pleasures
of the senses and this worldly life? Can you enjoy real happiness if you waste
your time in fights and quarrels or in idle gossiping?

To live is to fight for the ideal and goal, Life is conquest. Life is a
series of awakenings. Conquer your mind and the senses. These are the real
enemies. Conquer your internal and external nature. You must conquer your
environments, old evil habits, old evil Samskaras, evil thoughts and evil Vasanas.
You must fight against the antagonistic, dark, evil forces. You must resist the
forces of degeneration.

This life is meant for Self-realisation. Do regular Sanikirtan and realise
the Atmic Bliss. Do Nishkama Karma Yoga and purify your heart and mind.
Control the Indriyas and rest in your own Svarupa. When you get knocks and
blows in the daily battle of life, the mind is duly turned towards the spiritual
path. Then come Viveka, Vairagya, disgust for wordly things and desire for
liberation. Practise deep meditation.

Life is short. Time is fleeting. This world is full of miseries. Cut the
knot of Avidya and drink deep the nectar of Nirvanic Bliss.

~_ Spiritual life is not mere idle talk. It is not mere sensation. It is actual |
living in the Atman. It is a transcendental experience of unalloyed joy and bliss.
It is a life of fullness and perfection. There is a place of eternal peace and
infinite bliss where there is neither death nor desire, neither sorrow nor pain,
neither doubt nor delusion. Do you not aspire to reach this immortal abode of
perennial joy and happiness?

Discipline the mind and the senses. Cultivate noble virtues. Try to know
the nature of the soul. Practise regular meditation on the Self. Then alone you
will attain immortality and deep abiding joy. Then alone you will reach that
immortal abode. Give up identification of your Self with the physical body.
Identification of one’s Self with the body is the greatest crime. Give up planning
and scheming. Abandon speculation. Relinquish cherished hopes, expectations
and worldly ambitions. Kill desires. Rise above desires.

Live intelligently. Study the Upanishads thoroughly. Meditate regularly.
Come out of the dungeon of ignorance. Bask in the glorious sunshine of Brahman.
Share this knowledge with others. You are swayed by unholy desires and Avidya.
Self-realisation is the goal of life. This is the end and aim of life, of human
existence. Wake up from the dream of forms. Give up this clinging to false
names and forms. Do not be deceived by these illusory names and forms. Cling
to the solid, living Reality only. Love your Athman only. Atman or Brahman is
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the living Trutk. Atman only persists. Live in the Atman. Become Brahman.
This is the real life.

The practice of Karma Yoga prepares the mind of the aspirant for the
reception of knowledge of the Self. It moulds him into a proper Adhikari or
aspirant for the study of Vedanta. Ignorant people jump at once to the practice
of Jnana Yoga without having any preliminary training in Karma Yoga. That is
why they fail miserably to realise the Truth. The impurities still lurk in their
minds. The mind is filled with likes and dislikes. They only talk of Brahman.
They indulge in all sorts of useless discussions, vain debates and dry endless con-
troversies. Their philosophy is on their lips only. In other words they are lip-
Vedantins. What is wanted is practical Vedanta through ceaseless, selfless service
of the country and humanity in some form or other with Atma Bhava,

Kindle the light of love in your heart. Love all. Include all creatures in
the warm embrace of your love. Cultivate Visva-Prema or all-embracing, all-
inclusive Cosmic Love. Love is a mysterious divine glue that unites the hearts
of all. It is a divine magical healing balm of a very high potency. Charge every
action with pure love. Kill cunningness, greed, crookedness and selfishness. The
Immortal can be attained only by performing acts of kindness continuously. Hatred
anger and jealousy are removed by continuous service with a loving heart. You
will get more strength, more joy, more satisfaction by doing kind acts. You will
be loved by all. Practice of compassion, charitable acts and kind services purify
and soften the heart, turn the heart-lotus upwards and prepare the aspirant for the
reception of Divine Light.

May you enjoy deep abiding peace and perennial joy by leading an ideal
Divine Life discharging the duties of the world, singing His Names with Sraddha
or faith and devotion!
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SWAMI VIVEKANANDA — THE SPIRITUAL AMBASSADOR
OF INDIA

(The following forms a substantial part of the speech by the Late

U. Thant, the then Secretary-General of the United Nations, who was

the chief speaker at the birth centenary dinner held in New York in
March, 1963)

Swami Vivekananda, as most of you are aware, was the greatest spiritual
ambassador of India, if I may say so, in the history of India. And for that
matter the history of Asia. The main purpose of his historic visit to the United
States of America, over sixty years ago was to find a synthesis, if 1 can interpret
and asses his activities in this country. He was very keen to bring about this
synthesis between India and the United States, and for that matter, between Asia
and the West. To understand Swami Vivekananda it is very important to under-
stand the cultural and spiritual background of India, the cultural and spiritual
background of Asia.

In Asia, as most of you know, we attach more importance to the mind than
to the body, and still much more importance to the spirit than to the mind.
Traditionally, the aim of education in Asia has been—I stress the word traditionally
— to discover what is happening inside of us, to discover what is the truth, to dis-
cover the truth inside of us, to learn to understand the extraordinary moral and
spiritual qualities of man. In other words, the traditional aim of education and
culture and civilization in Asia has been, throughout the centuries, the discovery
of oneself, and to try to understand the spiritual qualities such as humility,
reverence for old people, and so on.

In the West, the stress has been on the development of the intellect, if my
interpretation of Western educational aims and ideals is correct. There is too
much stress on the intellectual development of man. The aim of education in
the West — when I say West, of course, it applies to the United States of
America, Western Europe, and the other countries of Europe too — has been,
and still is, to create doctors, scientists, engineers, to discover outer space, to
go to the moon and to Mars and the stars, while at the same time, the develop-
ment of the moral and spiritual qualities of man is more or less ignored.

I feel rather strongly that the exclusive intellectual development without a
corresponding moral and spiritual development is sure to lead us from one crisis
to another. At the same time, in the middle of the twentieth century, in this
space age, a purely moral and spiritual development unaccompanied by corres-
ponding intellectual development is also an anachronism. So what is necessary
in this second half of the twentieth century is a certain kind of synthesis, a certain
kind of harmony, a certain harmonizing activity, by which man must be fully
integrated. The development of man must be intellectual, moral and spiritual.
Only then the man will be able to achieve the objectives set out in his own
particular religion.

I think if we attempt to analyse the main purpose of Swami Vivekananda’s
mission to this country — my interpretation is — he wanted to find a harmony,
a kind of a synthesis between the Eastern concept of culture and civilization
and the Western concept of culture and civilization. It is very true of these tense
times, much more than sixty years ago. What we need today is not to neglect
or ignore the moral and spiritual qualities of mankind left by centuries of tradition
and which are the keys of all religion.
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Another aspect of Swami Vivekananda’s mission, to my knowledge, is the
need of tolerance. Need of tolerance in human relations. Not only religious
tolerance also tolerance in all spheres of activity. I think this message is also
very necessary in these tense times; much more, if I may say, much more than
sixty years ago. If we recount a few phases of historial developments — let us
say, for instance, a few centuries ago, there was no such thing as religious tolerance.
Religious tolerance was unthinkable. Let us take. for instance, the Crusades.
During the time of the Crusades the Christians believed, and they believed very
strongly, that all non-Christians were heretics. The same applied to Muslims,
perhaps to Hindus. perhaps to Buddhists, perhaps to Jews, but according to
European history during the time of the Crusades the Muslims also believed very
strongly that Christians were heretics. So both the Christians and the Muslinis
(they were known as Saracens in those days) they decided to put the others to the
sword. Various Crusades took place resulting in the death of tens of thousands
of people, both Christians and Muslims, but when reason prevailed they realized —
both the Christians and the Muslims realized that both great religions could exist
in amity, side by side without clashes, without hostilites, and without war, And
since that time Christianity and Islam existed side by side in amity. Now in the
twentieth century, of course, there is religious tolerance. Of course. there may
be some exceptional cases in certain parts of the world, but generally speaking
what humanity did not experience say, a hundred or two hundred years ago, is
a reality now. Although there was no religious tolerance two or three generations
ago, there is today religious tolerance.

With the same analogy, I may say, and I am sure you will agree with me,
that in the second half of the twentieth century there is no political tolerance.
We should not be surprised. Human nature is such that it likes to indulge in
some passions like hatred and bitterness — sometimes even hysteria. But my
feeling is, although there is no political tolerance in these days there will be
political tolerance, perhaps in our generation and probably in the next one or
two generations. This spirit of tolerance, this philosophy of live and let live,
this concept of trying to understand the other’s point of view, has been what
Swami Vivekananda strove to put across — particularly to the American people.
I think it is a very great lesson to be learned from the teachings of Swamiji.

When we say that his main mission here was a search for a synthesis and
an appeal for tolerance, we should also try to understand the concept of culture,
of civilization. The concept of civilization, of course, is very difficult to define —
there is mistaken impression, assumption, if I may say so, regarding
the concept of civilization. There seems to be a general feeling that there is a
kind of civilization existing in the West and a different type of civilization existing
in the East. I feel that this is a fallacy. Civilization connotes certain qualities
of the heart. A civilized Indian, for instance, cannot be distinguished mentally
and spiritually, from a civilized American. But a civilized Indian or a civilized
American will find themselves very different from any of their compatriots
in their own countries; so we cannot classify civilization in a particular region. It
is primarily concerned with the qualities of the heart and the mind.

There is also another misconception, that wars and tensions were generated
by conflicts of civilizations or conflicts of cultures. I think this is also a fallacy.
If you read history you will find that England and France, or France and Germany,
had wars for centuries, off and on, although they belonged to the same system
of civilization and the same system of culture. The same can be said of many
Asian countries which have been, throughout the centuries, at war with one
another, although they belonged to the same culture and they subscribed to the
same religious systems. So tensions and conflicts do not arise necessarily from
the conflicts of culture, or the conflicts of civilizations. They rise primarily out
of the evil in human beings, irrespective of geographical regions. T think this fact
was also stressed by Swami Vivekananda in many of his speeches and statements.
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He, of course, attempted to teach many of his American friends the
methods and procedures involved in meditation and contemplation which have
been the traditional methods of finding our own selves. As I said earlier, the
stress of education in Asia, and particularly in India, which is a very rich cultural
country for thousands of years, has been to discover what is happening inside of
us. 1 have said earlier that the stress of education in the West has been traditionally
for the intellectual development of man. But in Asia, particularly in India, we
try to discover what is happening inside of us by methods of contemplation and
meditation, which, of course, is very difficult for the Western audiences to under-
stand. I think Swami Vivekananda attempted to present a very simple exposition
of these methods of contemplation and meditation so that the Westerners may not
be lopsided in their development — only exclusively in the intellectual field.
Because, he felt, very rightly, that the mere intellectual development will lead
only to the discovery of what is outside of us. In America, in Europe, in Russia,
in these countries, what is outside of us is very clearly defined while at the same
time what is inside of us remains a deep, dark, jungle tract. So he brought out
this idea of meditation and contemplation, with some success, of course, as you
all know from many of the publications published since his visit here, and I think
it may perhaps be appropriate for me to read one of his statements regarding
this method of meditation and contemplation.

This is what Swamiji wrote on meditation: ~“You must keep the mind fixed
on one object; meditation should be like an unbroken stream of oil. The
ordinary man’s mind is scattered on different objects, and at the time of meditation,
too, the mind is at first apt to wander. Let any desire whatever arise in the mind;
sit calmly and watch what sorts of ideas are coming. By continuing to watch in
that way, the mind becomes calm and there are no thought-waves in it. These
waves represent the thought activity of the mind. Those things that you have
previously thought about too deeply have transformed themselves into a sub-
conscious current, and therefore they come up in the mind in meditation. The
rise of these waves, or thoughts, during meditation is evidence that your mind
is tending towards concentration.” To my knowledge this is the simplest recipe to
practise this very noble and very desirable art of meditation and contemplation
which is still being practised in many parts of Asia.

Then Swami Vivekananda among many of his messages had this very
significant and very pertinent message for these tense times. He said, and 1 quote,
‘In this country I do not come to convert you to a new belief. I want you to
keep your own belief. 1 want to make the Methodist a better Methodist, the
Presbyterian a better Presbyterian, the Unitarian a better Unitarian.” On this
subject also I think it is worth quoting his attitude towards religious tolerance
which, to me, is one of the wisest maxims which ever came into my experience.
He said, ‘I accept all the religions that were in the past, and worship them all. 1
worship God with every one of them, in whatever form they worship Him. T shall
go to the mosque of the Muslim; I shall enter the Christian church and kneel before
the Crucifix; I shall enter the Buddhist temple, where T shall take refuge in Buddha
and his Law. I shall go into the forest and sit down in meditation with the Hindu,
who is trying to see the Light which enlightens the hearts of everyone. Not only
shall I do these things, but I shall keep my heart open for all that may come
in the future’

Those are very wise words and, friends, on this auspicious occasion when
we are doing honour to one of the greatest men of all time, let us dedicate
ourselves anew to this pledge: to make Christians better Christians, Hindus better
Hindus, Muslims better Muslims, Buddhists better Buddhists, and Jews better Jews.
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BLOSSOMING OF AN INDIVIDUAL

(Sri Kumara Swami, Lapovan, Dharwar)

The blossoming of an individual lies in his universalising himself. Atman
or Self is the universal principle that underlies all existence. The Upanished
declares that he is the wise man who perceives all objects as existent in the Atman,
his own self and the Atman in every being, for the matter of that he hates none.
So long as man’s consciousness remains immured within a narrow circle, he
feels ......... the difference in existence and therefore he feels also attraction and
repulsion for external objects. But when he come to see that there is no absolute
difference in things, that all different objects are only manifestations of that one
Atman and that Atman again is within him as his very self, then that man finds
nothing in this universe to reject or to accept. This simple Vedantic truth, when
fostered and practised by all nations, leads to the blossoming of an individual in
the true sense.

Universalism which is entirely different from nationalism and internationa-
lism has been innate in the Indian cluture. When it assumes a high, pure and
noble form, it will win for Indians the sympathy and admiration of the world. It
has never taken the shape of an ambition for world-domination. Tt has expressed
itself as the world’s sympathy, understanding, open-mindedness and so has contri-
buted to the enrichment of the world. India with her distinctive spiritual outlook
can provide the world with the soul for which it is seeking.

If man’s life is to be satisfactory whether from his own point of view or
from that of the world at large, it requires two kinds of harmony; internal harmony
of intellect, will and emotion and an external harmony with the will of others.
In both these respects the present-day system of education is defective. It is
devised for national purposes, for the development of national loyalty and upholding
of established social institutions. It blasts the charities of the human heart and
strips the spirit of its ardour. The cause for the present chaos and confusion
is not to be sought in the external world nor in the purely cognitive part of our
nature. It is to be sought in our chaotic passions, in our subconscious impulses,
in our unconscious habits; it is to be sought in the sentiments instilled in the
youths and in the phobias created in the infancy. The cure for the malady is to
make men educated, more sanely. Religion in the sense of cult-egoism and creed-
dogmatism encourages stupidity and an insufficient sense of Reality Philosophy,
as a dry intellectual search after the fundamental truth of things, creates an anti-
thesis between mind and matter, between spirit and life. Psycho-analysis, with
its overemphasis on sex, frequently produces nervous disorders and where it fails
to do so overtly too often plants disorders in the unconscious, which make
happiness impossible in our life. Nationalism, as taught in schools and preached
on the pulpits, implies that the most important duty of young men is homicide.
Class-conflict promotes acquiescence in economic injustice, while competition pro-
motes ruthlessness in social life. The world has become so intensely tense, so
charged with hatred, so filled with misfortune and pain, that most men have lost
the power of balanced judgement. Alas, cosmological or universal thinking is at
a discount.

Existentialism is the latest philosophical movement of European thought
which has achieved popular success in contemporary France. Since it has be-
come popular there, all sorts of people have begun to be described as existentialists,
so much so that the word no longer means anything at all. Even if we consider
only the philosophical writers who are usually called existentialists we find wide
differences in their meta-physical views. Nevertheless they all emphasise the
importance of the individual man as individual as well as his freedom and responsi-
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bility for being what he is. The great emphasis laid by the existentialists on the
unique dignity of human personality is to be welcomed as corrective to the de-
humanising tendencies of the present-day mechanical and materialistic civilisation.
When man is being regarded as a tool, as an item in the objective world and is
often called upon to sacrifice himself for a class or a state, it is good to be remind-
ed that in our real existence we enjoy an inner subjective being which in its depth
cannot be reached or represented by any generality.

Existentialism is a new name for an ancient method. The Upanishads
insist on the knowledge of the Self, “Atmanam Viddhi”. They tell us that man
is a victim of ignorance or Avidya which breeds selfishness. So long as man
lives an unregenerate life governed by necessity, he is at the mercy of time. This
feeling of distress is universal. A sense of frustration overtakes the seeking spirit,
But man is not the final resting place: he has to be transcended. Man can free
himself from sorrow and suffering by becoming aware of the eternal. This
awareness, this enlightenment is what is called Jnana or Bodhi or the Blossoming
of an Individual.

God exists because man exists. Man knows God in proportion as he knows
himself. The question of existence involves man also who is to answer the question,
Existence in which man is involved cannot be detached from himself and made
an object of his contemplation. The ontological reality is thus a mystery and not
a problem. It cannot be resolved like a problem through the medium of intellect
but may be revealed or illuminated directly through participation or immediate
contact. This kind of contact is at the root of psychical life. In sensation man
becomes in a sense one with the thing sensed. Here is immediate participation
without any distinction of subject and object. Since existence means such partici-
pation man begins with a relatively superficial level, but gradually reaches deeper
and wider levels till he realises the eternal involved in our existence.

The process of blossoming then must begin with the individual and within
the individual. Man must turn within, feel alive within himself, re-establish his
living contact with God; the source and orgin from which he has cut himself off.
Man must learn to subordinate ‘having’ to ‘being’. ‘Having® implies possession
which is a burden and impediment. ‘Being’ means freedom from encumbrance;
Spiritual progress is from the burden of ‘having’ towards the freedom of ‘being’.
Each individual must be himself, a free and spontaneous expression. The indivi;
dual is not a portion nor a fraction. He is, on the contrary, an integer, a complet
whole, a creative focus. The true individual is a microcosm holding in him and
imaging macrocosm. Upon such individuals, upon individuals grouped naturall
in smaller collectivities and not upon informed or ill-formed whole-sale masse
can a perfect human society be raised. Let us understand that it is not enough fo
each to have place but each one should be in his right places. For, the atomise
society should be substituted an organic society, one in which every man will b
free to do what he alone is qualified or able to do.

Politics is a branch of ethics; politics divorced from ethics degenerates into
a dirty game of hide and seek for power. The world needs statesmen who will
take a moral view of politics and not politicians who, with their fixed habits o
orthodox diplomacy. let humanity drift into the disasters of war. The only mean
of salvation from the terrible evil of war and the chaos of the world is the percep:
tion that we cannot correct evil when we are ourselves wrongdoers. We cannol
reform others until we are remade from within. Great things are accomplished b*
individual worth rather than by legal documents.
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bility for being what he is. The great emphasis laid by the existentialists on the
unique dignity of human personality is to be welcomed as corrective to the de-
humanising tendencies of the present-day mechanical and materialistic civilisation.
When man is being regarded as a tool, as an item in the objective world and is
often called upon to sacrifice himself for a class or a state, it is good to be remind-
ed that in our real existence we enjoy an inner subjective being which in its depth
cannot be reached or represented by any generality.

) Existentialism is a new name for an ancient method. The Upanishads
insist on the knowledge of the Self, “Atmanam Viddhi”. They tell us that man
is a victim of ignorance or Avidya which breeds selfishness. So long as man
lives an unregenerate life governed by necessity, he is at the mercy of time. This
feeling of distress is universal. A sense of frustration overtakes the seeking spirit.
But man is not the final resting place; he has to be transcended. Man can free
himself from sorrow and suffering by becoming aware of the eternal. This
awareness, this enlightenment is what is called Jnana or Bodhi or the Blossoming
of an Individual. i

) God exists because man exists. Man knows God in proportion as he knows
himself. The question of existence involves man also who is to answer the question,
Existence in which man is involved cannot be detached from himself and made
an object of his contemplation. The ontological reality is thus a mystery and not
a problem. It cannot be resolved like a problem through the medium of intellect
but may be revealed or illuminated directly through participation or immediate
contact. This kind of contact is at the root of psychical life. In sensation man
becomes in a sense one with the thing sensed. Here is immediate participation
without any distinction of subject and object. ~Since existence means such partici-
pation man begins with a relatively superficial level, but gradually reaches deeper
and wider levels till he realises the eternal involved in our existence.

The process of blossoming then must begin with the individual and within
the individual. Man must turn within, feel alive within himself, re-establish his
living contact with God: the source and orgin from which he has cut himself off.
Man must learn to subordinate ‘having® to ‘being’. ‘Having® implies possession
which is a burden and impediment. ‘Being’ means freedom from encumbrance.
Spiritual progress is from the burden of ‘having’ towards the freedom of ‘being’.
Each individual must be himself, a free and spontaneous expression. The indivi-
dual is not a portion nor a fraction. He is, on the contrary, an integer, a complete
whole. a creative focus. The true individual is a microcosm holding in him and
imaging macrocosm. Upon such individuals, upon individuals grouped naturally
in smaller collectivities and not upon informed or ill-formed whole-sale masses
can a perfect human society be raised. Let us understand that it is not enough for
each to have place but each one should be in his right places. For, the atomised
society should be substituted an organic society, one in which every man will be
free to do what he alone is qualified or able to do.

Politics is a branch of ethics; politics divorced from ethics degenerates into
a dirty game of hide and seek for power. The world needs statesmen who will
take a moral view of politics and not politicians who, with their fixed habits of
orthodox diplomacy, let humanity drift into the disasters of war. The only means
of salvation from the terrible evil of war and the chaos of the world is the percep-
tion that we cannot correct evil when we are ourselves wrongdoers. We cannot
reform others until we are remade from within. Great things are accomplished bv
individual worth rather than by legal documents.
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Treaties, settlements and alliances do not secure permanent peace, for
they deal with existing causes of conflict without affecting the under’lining
conditions that make conflcts possible. It will not do, if we merely establish
the machinery which deals with disputes as they arise, but we have to examine
and change the ideals and institutions which are regarded as the foundations of
society. We must endeavour to establish a new social harmony on the blossoming
of an individual in which conflicts will not arise. The national and clans divisions,
the racial and religious clevages are not based on anything inherent in human
nature, There is no biological validity or scientific sanction which can warrant
such conflicts. If anything, these are deviations from the broad path of evolution.

There is a steady and upward climb of life from the insentient to the
sentient, from the sentient to the rational, from the rational to the moral, from
the moral to the spiritual. The modern man desires to take a sudden leap from
the mental to the spiritual without passing through the purgatory of the moral.
To lose the link of nature’s moral evolution is a capital fault in the modern
scientific civilisation.

Of all the moral virtues Ahimsa or non-violence stands foremost. A renewal
of Ahimsa is possible only if ethics becomes once more the concern of thinking
human being and if individuals seek to assert themselves in society as ethical
personalties. The objective of Ahimsa is to cherish reverence for life not only
human but also for the animal life. When this reverence for life shall be scouted
and belittled consistently, than civilisation will go down into the trench of time
Ahimsa is such a moral virtue which raises man far above the animal creation
and links him with the Divine, The failure to live up to the moral and spiritual
standards at the individual, social, national and international levels has resulted
in the moral and spiritual scepticism and anarchy. We have to reaffirm not
the rights but the duties of man, the rule of love, the supremacy of moral and
spiritual values. This is the way to peace, this is the way to the blossoming of
an individual.

The proper study of mankind is man. The study of man occupies nearly
the whole field of literature. The burden of history is what man has been, of
law what he does; of physiology what he is, of ethics what he ought to be; of
revelation what he shall be. Man is an encyclopaedia of facts and a fact himself
which all the encyclopaedias cannot explain. Man's problem is man. Who
else but he can solve his problem?

Science is busy in many fields seeking to solve the problem of man. It
is busy seeking to understand the mountain of Truth experimenting foothold after
foothold for its upward climbing. It is the scientist who makes science and not
science the scientist. According to the phase of evolution a scientist has reached
will he give colouring to his science. The phase in the evolution of science is
nothing but the reflection of the phase in the evolution of consciousness reached
by the scientist. This will explain the necessity of turning one's attention to the
study of man himself, his inner nature, its development and improvement. It is
gratifying to learn that the trend of world events and the impending danger to
civilisation by the likely misuse of nature‘n forces discovered by science. have
forced pointed attention to the study of man. This study of man, of his inner
nature and his latent powers and of the super-physical worlds cannot be done by
the orthodox scientific method.

The scientific method stops at the mental level: it has released the intellectual

powers of man. But the intellectual progress of man has outstripped the progress
in his moral and spiritual nature, so much so that there is doubt, even despair
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concerning the change of human nature. Of course, human nature does change
only in the full presence of the knowledge of the Divine plan. Once man becomes
aware of the plan and grasps it, once he gets a glimpse of his spiritual and divine
nature, once he knows the purpose of life and his goal and knowing follows the
moral discipline to bring his dormant divinity into activity in his own life, then he
feels impelled to take his life into his own hands and finds that the unfoldment of
his spiritual life now becomes very rapid. Such a man in whom the inner directing
self is awakened, in whom the dynamic powers of his spiritual nature are develop-
ing, denotes the blossoming of an individual.

Man has gone out from the centre, has conquered the external world, has
gained control over the forces of nature. The centrifugal force has been more
dominant in him and this is the cause of the present menace to humanity. He
should now change his focus. reverse his motion, make the centripetal force more
and more active, retreat within himself and conquer the inner world of his mental,
emotional and spiritual nature. It is the individual who must change and this
change must come from within. No amount of external change will bring us
nearer to the solution of the world-problems. Let the intuitive faculties blossom
in the individual; the world-problems will automatically solve themselves.

{By courtesy of The Divine Life Journal
Head Quarters)

Te sammata janapadeshu dhanani tesham
Tesham yasamsi na cha sidati dharmavargah;
Dhanyasta eva nibhritatmajabhrityadara

Yesham sadabhyudayada bhavati prasanna.

O Devi! Those persons with whom You are pleased and on whom You
bestow perpetual prosperity, are honoured in their country; their wealth, fame,
virtue and righteousness never diminish; they are indeed fortunate and they
become affluent in wives, progeny and servants.

— Devimahatmya: 1V-15.
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VIVEKANANDA SECONDARY SCHOOL

KUALA

LUMPUR

Established in 1958

1975 Enrolment

Establishment

Headmaster

Chairman, Board of Governors

931 Pupils

30 Teachers

Mr. K. Purushothaman

Sgn. Ldr (Retd.) V. Arunasalam,
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VIVEKANANDA TAMIL SCHOOL
KUALA LUMPUR

NOR——Y

Founded in 1914 with 14 Children and 1 Teacher
(New Building — 1952)

1975 Enrolment
Establishment
Headmaster
Chairman

Board of Managers

426 Pupils
14
Mr. K. Poologasingam

Mr. S. M. Ratnam, LL.B.



THAMBOOSWAMY TAMIL SCHOOL, SENTUL
KUALA LUMPUR

Founded in 1906

1975 Enrolment
Establishment
Headmaster
Chairman

Board of Managers

192 Pupils
8 Teachers

(New Building)
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(New Building)

Mr. M. Subramaniam

Mr. P. Suppiah
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HOSTEL & KINDERGARTEN

HOSTEL BUILT IN 1960. AT PRESENT HAS 27 STUDENTS

KINDERGARTEN AT PRESENT FUNCTIONS IN THE GROUND FLOOR
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SAYINGS OF SWAMII. . . .

.. . Be bold and face

The Truth: Be one with it: Let visions cease
Or if you cannot, dream but truer dreams,
Which are eternal Love and Service Free.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA

Fxperience is the only source of knowledge. In the world, religion is the only science
where there is no surety, because it is not taught as a science of experience. This
should not be. There is always, however, a small group of men who teach religion
from experience. They are called mystics, and these mystics in every religion speak
the same tongue and teach the same truth. This is the real science of religion. As
mathematics in every part of the world does not differ, so the mystics do not differ.
They are all similarly constituted and similarly situated. Their experience is the

same; and this becomes law.

The end and aim of education, all training is to make the man grow. The man who
influences, who throws his magic, as it were, upon his fellow-beings, is a dynamo of
power, when that man is ready, he can do anything and everything he likes; that
personality put upon anything will make it work.

We have to give to the masses secular education. We have to follow the plan laid
down by our ancestors, that is, to bring all the ideals slowly down among the masses.
Raise them slowly up, raise them to equality. Impart even secular knowledge through
religion. It will, of course, have gradually to be worked out. But if there are
enough self-scarificing young fellows it can be done to-morrow. It all depends on the
zeal and self-sacrifice brought to the task.

What you want is character, strengthening of the will . . .He who has nothing to
desire for himself, whom does he fear, and what can frighten him? What fear has
death for him? What fear has evil for him?

Strength and manliness are virtue; weakness and cowradice are sin. Independance is
virtue; dependance is sin. Loving others is virtue; hating others is sin. Faith in
God and in one’s own self is virtue; doubt is sin.

Love knows no bargaining. Wherever there is any seeking for something in return;
there can be no real love; it becomes a mere matter of shop-keeping.

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA
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113th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS
APRIL, 1975

Taken on the occasion of the 113th birthday celebrations of
Srimad Swami Vivekananda on the 13th of April, 1975.
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With  Compliments From

United Asian Bank Ltd.

The Total Service bank
Central Office :-
No. 4, JALAN TUN PERAK (JALAN MOUNTBATTEN)
P.O. BOX 753, KUALA LUMPUR, 01-03
TEL: 290134/6, 85928/9.
Bungsar Branch:-
15, JALAN BUNGSAR, KUALA LUMPUR
TEL: 202479.
Banking business of every description transacted.
See us for:-
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Current accounts

Savings accounts

Fixed deposits

Agricultural credit

Foreign exchange

Industrial finance

Small business loans

Housing loans

Trading finance

Educational loans

: Jewel loans

IPOH @ KELANG @ KUALA LUMPUR ® MELAKA @ PULAU
PINANG ® BATANG BERJUNTAI @ BANTING ® SEREMBAN @
KUANTAN @ PEKAN
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